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The Romans used “I” marks to write the smallest numbers. 
I meant 1, II meant 2, III meant 3. But, writing four I marks 
seemed like a lot so... 

...the Romans decided if a smaller number was in front of a 
larger number it would mean to subtract. They put one I mark 
in front of V (which meant 5) as a way to write 4. So, IV meant 4, 
V meant 5, VI meant 6, and VII Meant 7.

X meant 10 to the Romans, so how did they write 9? You 
guessed it! IX meant 9. XVII meant 17, XX meant 20, XXXIV meant 
34, etc.  

How would you write 27? ___________________

How would you write 8? ___________________

How would you write 84? ___________________

How would you write 279? __________________

L meant 50, so based on what you’ve learned, what was 40? 
that’s right, XL. And 60? LX. 

C stood for Centum - which meant 100 in Latin. We still use 
words like that today. Century is 100 years. a cent is 1/100 of 
a dollar. How do you write 90? XC. How many days in a year? 
CCCLXV.

D meant 500. Can you guess how to write 400? You
got it! CD. You never see two D marks together, 
or V or L - because two V marks is just an X, 
Two L marks is just a C, and two D marks is just...

...an M, which is 1,000. Often when Roman numerals
are used today, it’s for the year. The author of 
The World of Agartha series was born in the year
MCMLXIII. Can you figure out what year that was?

Write the year you were 
born in Roman numerals _________________
Write how old you are 
in Roman numerals _______________________

Stump your friends...
When does half of 12 equal 7? 

8-VIII 27-XXVII 84-LXXXIV 279-CCLXXIX
STUMP YOUR FRIENDS - If you were to physically
cut the number XII in half from left to right, the top
half would be VII. So ‘half’ of 12 = 7 ;)


